Effects of cholesterol and alfa-2-recombinant interferon on cell growth and cell antigen production in the HT 29 cells, an established cell line of human colon adenocarcinoma.
HT 29 cells, an established cell line of human colon adenocarcinoma, were grown in RPMI 1640 medium without or with cholesterol at 25, 50, 100 micrograms/ml concentrations. In some experiments 100 or 200 U/ml alfa-2-A recombinant Interferon were added to the medium. Only in the case of the highest cholesterol concentration there was a reduced number of cells at confluence. Moreover, only the production of CEA increased in the presence of cholesterol. Interferon did not affect cell growth appreciably but stimulated CEA release into the medium during the first three days of culture. Morphological analysis of cells in the presence of cholesterol seems to indicate an attempt of the cells to differentiate.